Step-by-Step

SECTION Instruction

Objectives

As you teach this section, keep students
focused on the following objectives to help
them answer the Section Focus Question
and master core content.

m Describe how the Axis powers came to
control much of Europe, but failed to
conquer Britain.

® Summarize Germany’s invasion of the
Soviet Union.

® Understand the horror of the genocide
the Nazis committed.

m Describe the role of the United States
before and after joining World War II.

Prepare to Read

Build Background Knowledge ®

Remind students that the German attack
on Poland signaled the outbreak of the
war. Ask them to preview the section and
predict what will happen next.

Set a Purpose ®

m WITNESS HISTORY Read the selection
aloud or play the audio.
) rio Witness History Audio CD,
Janina's War Story

Ask How does Janina describe the
German attack on Poland? (Sample:
loud, destructive, confusing, horrifying)
How do you predict airplanes
might be used in World War II?
(Sample: for bombing, transportation,
reconnaissance)

m Focus Point out the Section Focus
Question and write it on the board.
Tell students to refer to this question
as they read. (Answer appears with
Section 2 Assessment answers.)

m Preview Have students preview the
Section Objectives and the list of
Terms, People, and Places.

B Note Taking Have students read this
section using the Structured Read
Aloud strategy (TE, p. T20). As they
read, have students fill in the flowchart
sequencing events in World War II.

ﬂ Reading and Note Taking
Study Guide, p. 265
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» Janina Sulkowska
in the early 1930s

Objectives
e Describe how the Axis powers came to control
much of Europe, but failed to conquer Britain.

e Summarize Germany's invasion of the Soviet
Union.

e Understand the horror of the genocide the Nazis
committed.

o Describe the role of the United States before and
after joining World War II.

Terms, People, and Places

blitzkrieg General Erwin Rommel
Luftwaffe concentration camps
Dunkirk Holocaust

Vichy Lend-Lease Act
Note Taking

Reading Skill: Recognize Sequence Sequence
events as you read in a flowchart.

‘ September 1939: Germany invades Poland. ‘
| v v v ‘

» German fighter plane

WITNESS HISTORY m) Ao

l Janina's War Story

€€ 1t was 10:30 in the morning and | was helping my
mother and a servant girl with bags and baskets as
they set out for the market. .. . Suddenly the high-
pitch scream of diving planes caused everyone to
freeze. . . . Countless explosions shook our house
followed by the rat-tat-tat of strafing machine
guns. We could only stare at each other in horror.
Later reports would confirm that several German
Stukas had screamed out of a blue sky and . ...
dropped several bombs along the main street—
and then returned to strafe the market. The carnage
was terrible.?
—1Janina Sulkowska, Krzemieniec, Poland,

| September 12, 1939

Focus Question Which regions were attacked and
occupied by the Axis powers, and what was life like
under their occupation?

The Axis Advances

Diplomacy and compromise had not satisfied the Axis powers’
hunger for empire. Western democracies had hoped that appease-
ment would help establish a peaceful world order. But Nazi Ger-
many, Fascist Italy, and imperial Japan plunged ahead with their
plans for conquest.

The Axis Attacks

On September 1, 1939, Nazi forces stormed into Poland, revealing
the enormous power of Hitler’s blitzkrieg, or “lightning war.”
The blitzkrieg utilized improved tank and airpower technology to
strike a devastating blow against the enemy. First, the
Luftwaffe, or German air force, bombed airfields, factories,
towns, and cities, and screaming dive bombers fired on troops and
civilians. Then, fast-moving tanks and troop transports pushed
their way into the defending Polish army, encircling whole divi-
sions of troops and forcing them to surrender.

While Germany attacked from the west, Stalin’s forces invaded
from the east, grabbing lands promised to them under the Nazi-
Soviet Pact. Within a month, Poland ceased to exist. Because of
Poland’s location and the speed of the attacks, Britain and France
could do nothing to help beyond declaring war on Germany.

Hitler passed the winter without much further action. Stalin’s
armies, however, forced the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and

High-Use Words

Vocabulary Builder

Use the information below and the following resources to teach the high-use words from this section.
inge= Teaching Resources, Unit 6, p. 70; Teaching Resources, Skills Handbook, p. 3

Definitions and Sample Sentences

available, p. 931

adj. ready for use; at hand
After Susan ran out of butter, she had to use whatever ingredients were available.

nullified, p. 933 vt. made invalid

After the students were caught cheating, the instructor nullified their exam grades.




Lithuania to agree to host bases for the Soviet military. Soviet forces also
seized part of Finland, which put up stiff but unsuccessful resistance.

The Miracle of Dunkirk During that first winter, the French
hunkered down behind the Maginot Line. Britain sent troops to wait
with them. Some reporters referred to this quiet time as the “phony war.”
Then, in April 1940, Hitler launched a blitzkrieg against Norway and
Denmark, both of which soon fell. Next, his forces slammed into the
Netherlands and Belgium.

In May, German forces surprised the French and British by attacking
through the Ardennes Forest in Belgium, an area that was considered
invasion proof. Bypassing the Maginot Line, German troops poured into
France. Retreating British forces were soon trapped between the Nazi
army and the English Channel. In a desperate gamble, the British sent
all available naval vessels, merchant ships, and even fishing and plea-
sure boats across the channel to pluck stranded troops off the beaches of
Dunkirk. Despite German air attacks, the improvised armada ferried
more than 300,000 troops to safety in Britain. This heroic rescue raised
British morale.

France Falls Meanwhile, German forces headed south toward Paris.
Italy declared war on France and attacked from the south. Overrun and
demoralized, France surrendered. On June 22, 1940, Hitler forced the
French to sign the surrender documents in the same railroad car in
which Germany had signed the armistice ending World War I. Following
the surrender, Germany occupied northern France. In the south, the Ger-
mans set up a “puppet state,” with its capital at Vichy (VEE shee).

Some French officers escaped to England and set up a government-in-
exile. Led by Charles de Gaulle, these “free French” worked to liberate
their homeland. Within France, resistance fighters used guerrilla tactics
against German forces.

Operation Sea Lion With the fall of
France, Britain stood alone in Western
Europe. Hitler was sure that the British
would sue for peace. But Winston Churchill,
who had replaced Neville Chamberlain as
prime minister, had other plans. Faced with
this defiance, Hitler made plans for Opera-
tion Sea Lion—the invasion of Britain. In
preparation for the invasion, he launched
massive air strikes against the island nation.

Beginning in August 1940, German bomb-
ers began a daily bombardment of England’s
southern coast. For a month, Britain’s Royal
Air Force valiantly battled the Luftwaffe.
Then, the Germans changed their tactics. Instead of bombing military
targets in the south, they began to bomb London and other cities.

(13

Germany Launches the Blitz German bombers first appeared over
London late on September 7, 1940. All through the night, relays of air-
craft showered high explosives and firebombs on the sprawling capital.
The bombing continued for 57 nights in a row and then sporadically until
the next May. These bombing attacks are known as “the blitz.” Much of
London was destroyed, and thousands of people lost their lives.

Vocabulary Builder
available—(uh VAYL uh bul) adj. ready
for use; at hand

Winston Churchill's defiance gave voice to the
determination of the British. How did Churchill
give weight to his speech?

We shall defend our island, whatever the cost
may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall
fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in
the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in
the hills; we shall never surrender.??

— Winston Churchil, June 4, 1940 ) auwe

History Background

The Trick of the Hitler Two-Step After the ever, the footage was really a clever editing trick by
surrender of France, the Western Allies saw news reels propagandist John Grierson, then the managing direc-
and photographs that seemingly showed a delighted tor of Canada’s Wartime Information Board. When he
Hitler doing a victory dance on the very spot where received footage of Hitler stamping his foot once, he
Germany had surrendered at the close of World War I. edited the frames and looped them to show Hitler
This humiliating image was continually shown in doing a dance. The Allies then continuously aired the
movie theaters and newspapers across Britain, the fake footage to rally the public to join the war effort.
United States and Canada. It enraged viewers. How-

The Axis Attacks ®

Instruct

m Introduce: Vocabulary Builder Have
students read the Vocabulary Builder
term and definition. Ask How did
Germany use the technology avail-
able to it to strike at the Allies?
(Germany used airplanes and high explo-
sives in a “blitz” against its enemies.)
Explain to students that blitz is short for
blitzkrieg, which means “lightning war”
in German.

m Teach Trace the Axis advance at the
beginning of the war. Ask How did the
Axis powers achieve victories in
1939 and 1940? (by striking fast, using
the awesome power of modern technol-
0gy, and never giving the enemy time to
prepare or defend itself) Which side
do you think was winning at the
end of 1942? (the Axis because they
controlled most of Europe and had won
important victories in Africa)

m Quick Activity Have students look at
the Battle of Britain. To begin, read
aloud or play the audio selection from
the Primary Source. Then direct stu-
dents to look at the Infographic on Sur-
viving the Blitz, on the next page, and
play that audio selection. Discuss the
many ways in which the war hurt ordi-
nary people. Then remind students
that Britain had a strong navy. Ask
Why do you think the air strikes
were important to Germany’s plan
to invade Britain? (Because Britain
had a strong navy, Germany would
need to ensure that it had control of the
air in order to successfully invade the
country.)

) aubio Witness History Audio CD,
Winston Churchill, June 4, 1940

Answer

Caption by using repetition and showing
determination
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INFOGRAPHIC

SURVIVING THE BLITZ

From 1940 to 1941, Germany tried to pummel Britain into
submission during a months-long bombing campaign known
as “the blitz." From September through May, German pilots
targeted London with night after night of bombing, but other
cities such as Liverpool, Glasgow, and Belfast became
targets, too. These nighttime raids sent ordinary civilians
scrambling for safety—in crowded public shelters, in
homemade shelters, or even in the London Underground.
During the blitz, German bombers killed more than 40,000

<« Fearing poisonous gas
attacks, the British govern-
ment issued gas masks to

its citizens. However, gas

. was never used against
British civilians.

Independent Practice

Have students write a series of six to
eight newspaper headlines that summa-
rize the course of the war from the inva-
sion of Poland to the German decision to
break off the Battle of Britain. Encourage
them to include not only battles but also
important speeches by leaders involved in
the war. Remind them that newspaper
headlines should be short but informative.

Small gestures of kindness
helped Londoners deal
with the effects of
bombing raids. ¥

Monitor Progress

m As students fill in their flowcharts, cir-
culate to make sure they are sequenc-
ing the events in Europe and in Africa
correctly. For a completed version of the
flowchart, see

@ Note Taking Transparencies, 185A

British civilians and damaged millions of homes. auoio I{)
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m To review each country’s status in Londan
1941, ask students to create a three-
column chart with the headings Free of =
German Control, Axis Power, and A Nearly three million people were evacuated

Conquered by Axis. from Britain’s cities to the safer countryside.

o il - R

London did not break under the blitz. Defiantly, Parliament continued
to meet. Citizens carried on their daily lives, seeking protection in shel-
ters and then emerging to resume their routines when the all-clear
sounded. Even the British king and queen chose to support Londoners by
joining them in bomb shelters rather than fleeing to the countryside.

Hitler Fails to Take Britain German planes continued to bomb London
and other cities off and on until May 1941. But contrary to Hitler’s hopes,
the Luftwaffe could not gain air superiority over Britain, and British
morale was not destroyed. In fact, the bombing only made the British more
determined to turn back the enemy. Operation Sea Lion was a failure.

Africa and the Balkans Axis armies also pushed into North Africa
and the Balkans. In September 1940, Mussolini ordered forces from
Italy’s North African colony of Libya into Egypt. When the British army
repulsed these invaders, Hitler sent one of his most brilliant commanders,
General Erwin Rommel, to North Africa. The “Desert Fox,” as he was
called, chalked up a string of successes in 1941 and 1942. He pushed the
British back across the desert toward Cairo, Egypt.

In October 1940, Italian forces invaded Greece. They encountered stiff
resistance, and in 1941 German troops once again provided reinforce-
ments. Both Greece and Yugoslavia were added to the growing Axis
empire. Even after the Axis triumph, however, Greek and Yugoslav
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The Role of Radar Britain's Royal Air Force (RAF)
was greatly outnumbered during the Battle of Britain,
but it managed to fend off German attacks with
remarkable success. One reason for this success was a
new technology: radar (short for radio detecting and
ranging), in which high frequency radio waves were
emitted from stations. When those waves hit an
object—Tlike a German plane—they bounced off it and
were sent back to the transmitter. A signal then

appeared on a screen showing the object’s distance,
direction, and, over time, speed. Britain had 21 long-
range radar stations that could detect an enemy plane
at a distance of 140 miles (225 kilometers). Reports
from radar stations were fed to an information
clearing-house near London. There, experts tracked
the movements of enemy planes and telephoned
information to RAF headquarters, which could order
planes into the air to meet each attack.




shelter in the Underground, or subway, each night.
Thousands of others slept in church crypts,
basements, and other underground shelters.

guerrillas plagued the occupying forces. Meanwhile, both Bulgaria and
Hungary had joined the Axis alliance. By 1941, the Axis powers or their
allies controlled most of Europe.

v/ Checkpoint Which regions fell under Axis rule between 1939
and 1941?

Germany Invades the Soviet Union

After the failure in Britain, Hitler turned his military might to a new
target—the Soviet Union. The decision to invade the Soviet Union helped
relieve Britain. It also proved to be one of Hitler’s costliest mistakes.

An Unstoppable German Army Stalls In June 1941, Hitler nullified

Thinking Critically
1. Draw Conclusions What lessons
might the British have learned from
their experience of the blitz?
. Make Inferences Why do you think
that the blitz failed to break the
morale of the British people?

Vocabulary Builder

nullified—(NUL uh fyd) v¢. made invalid

the Nazi-Soviet Pact by invading the Soviet Union in Operation Bar-
barossa, a plan which took its name from the medieval Germanic leader,
Frederick Barbarossa. Hitler made his motives clear. “If I had the Ural
Mountains with their incalculable store of treasures in raw materials,” he
declared, “Siberia with its vast forests, and the Ukraine with its tremen-
dous wheat fields, Germany under National Socialist leadership would
swim in plenty.” He also wanted to crush communism in Europe and defeat
his powerful rival, Stalin.

Hitler unleashed a new blitzkrieg in the Soviet Union. About three
million German soldiers invaded. The Germans caught Stalin unprepared.

Differentiated

struction Solutions for All Learners

Remind students that events in World War Il were tak-
ing place in several areas at once. Since the text often
focuses on one region at a time, students will need to
piece together the information to sequence it properly
for the Note Taking flowchart. Suggest that they record
each date and event on a separate index card. Then
they can easily shuffle the cards to put them in the
proper order.

basic skills.

@ Special Needs @ Less Proficient Readers @ English Language Learners
Use the following resources to help students acquire

% Adapted Reading and Note Taking
Study Guide

B Adapted Note Taking Study Guide, p. 265
B Adapted Section Summary, p. 266

Germany Invades the
Soviet Union ®

Instruct

m Introduce: Vocabulary Builder Have
students read the Vocabulary Builder
term and definition. Ask How did
Hitler’s invasion of the Soviet
Union nullify the Nazi-Soviet Pact?
(Hitler had promised that Germany
would not fight the Soviet Union.)

m Teach Ask Why did Hitler want to
conquer the Soviet Union? (He
wanted its resources and he wanted to
crush communism in Europe and break
Stalin’s power.) How far did German
troops advance in the first few
months? (They reached deep into the
Soviet Union and were about to capture
Moscow and Stalingrad.) What pre-
vented the Germans from gaining
victory? (stout defenses of those cities
and Leningrad; the winter weather)
How did Hitler’s invasion of the
Soviet Union work against him? (I¢
led to cooperation between the Soviet
Union and Britain and tied up troops
and supplies with a fierce new enemy.)

Answers

v Poland, Norway, Denmark, the Netherlands,
Belgium, France, parts of the region of North
Africa, Greece, and Yugoslavia. In addition, Bul-
garia and Hungary joined the Axis.

Thinking Critically

1. Sample: to be resourceful, to be defiant

2. Sample: The bombings angered the British people
and rallied their support for their country.
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Independent Practice

Tell students to take the role of someone
living in Leningrad in 1942, during the
German siege. Have them write a journal
entry describing what life was like within
the city, including the shelling from Ger-
man artillery, the physical destruction,
and the difficulties of finding food and
water. Encourage them to describe how
they feel about the hardships they face.
Invite volunteers to share their journal
entries with the class.

Monitor Progress

To review this section, ask What role
did the climate of the Soviet Union
play in its battle to halt the German
invasion? (The extreme winter weather
stalled the German advance.)

Answer

v It was stalled by Soviet resistance, the diffi-
culty of the harsh winter and by Stalin’s tactics
of destroying equipment and burning crops to
keep resources and food out of German hands.

934 World War Il and Its Aftermath
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When Hitler's forces invaded the Soviet Union in 1941, Hilter began implementing what he called
the “Final Solution”—the organized murder of all European Jews under his control. At first, Nazi
troops began rounding up Jews, executing them and burying them in mass graves. Other Jews were
sent to forced labor camps, where many were worked to death. But the Nazis were not satisfied with
the pace of these ruthless murders. Beginning in 1942,
they began to force Jews from Nazi-occupied Europe
into specially designed death camps. By 1945, the
Nazis had mercilessly killed some six million
Jews—nearly two thirds of all European Jews.
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SOURCE: United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum Online
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His army was still suffering from the purges that had wiped out many of
its top officers.

The Soviets lost two and a half million soldiers trying to fend off the
invaders. As they were forced back, Soviet troops destroyed factories and
farm equipment and burned crops to keep them out of enemy hands. But
they could not stop the German war machine. By autumn, the Nazis had
smashed deep into the Soviet Union and were poised to take Moscow and
Leningrad (present-day St. Petersburg).

There, however, the German advance stalled. Like Napoleon’s Grand
Army in 1812, Hitler’s forces were not prepared for the fury of “General
Winter.” By early December, temperatures plunged to —40°F (—4°C). Thou-
sands of German soldiers froze to death.

Germany'’s Siege of Leningrad The Soviets, meanwhile, suffered
appalling hardships. In September 1941, the two-and-a-half-year siege of
Leningrad began. Food was rationed to two pieces of bread a day. Desper-
ate Leningraders ate almost anything. For example, they boiled wallpa-
per scraped off walls because its paste was said to contain potato flour.

Although more than a million Leningraders died during the siege, the
city did not fall to the Germans. Hoping to gain some relief for his
exhausted people, Stalin urged Britain to open a second front in Western
Europe. Although Churchill could not offer much real help, the two pow-
ers did agree to work together.

v/ Checkpoint What caused Hitler's invasion of the Soviet Union to
stall?

Differentiated
Instruction

@ Advanced Readers @ Gifted and Talented

By November 1941, the Nazis had cut off Leningrad's
supply lines and had nearly surrounded the city. The city
had already mobilized all its citizens who were able to
fight. The siege would last 872 days.

Ask students to take the role of a German general at
Leningrad in the winter of 1941, in the early days of the
siege. Have students, using outside research, develop

Solutions for All Learners

an assessment of the situation and a German plan of
action. Should they withdraw or launch a new offen-
sive? When should the troops move? Have students
include the relative positions of both armies, their num-
bers, their equipment, and the morale of their officers
and fighting men. Have students offer reasons for their
recommendation.




A Survivors of the Holocaust at the
Auschwitz death camp in Poland

Thinking Critically

1. Map Skills Where were the death camps
located? How did this location reflect the
goal of the “Final Solution"?

2. Graph Skills How does the graph
show the horror of the Holocaust?

Nazi Concentration Camps

i s
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Life Under Nazi and Japanese Occupation

While Nazi forces rampaged across Europe, the Japanese military con-
quered an empire in Asia and the Pacific. Each set out to build a “new

order” in the occupied lands.

Hitler's “New Order” Hitler’s new order grew out of his racial obses-
sions. As his forces conquered most of Europe, Hitler set up puppet gov-
ernments in Western European countries that were peopled by Aryans,
or light-skinned Europeans, whom Hitler and his followers believed to be

a “master race.” The Slavs of Eastern Europe were considered to be an
inferior “race.” They were shoved aside to provide more “living space” for

Germans, the strongest of the Aryans.

To the Nazis, occupied lands were an economic resource to be plun-
dered and looted. The Nazis systematically stripped conquered nations of
their works of art, factories, and other resources. To counter resistance
movements that emerged in occupied countries, the Nazis took savage

revenge, shooting hostages and torturing prisoners.

But the Nazis’ most sinister plans centered on the people of the occu-
pied countries. During the 1930s, the Nazis had sent thousands of Jew-
ish people and political opponents to concentration camps, detention
centers for civilians considered enemies of the state. Over the course of
the war, the Nazis forced these people, along with millions of Polish and
Soviet Slavs and people from other parts of Europe, to work as slave
laborers. Prisoners were poorly fed and often worked to death.
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Note Taking

Reading Skill: Identify Supporting
Details In a concept web like the one
below, fill in details about how the Nazis
and Japanese military treated people under
their power during World War II. Add circles
as necessary.

Japanese
occupation
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Connect to Our World

Connections to Today Along with other valu-
ables, the Nazis often took works of art as plunder. At
the end of the war, the Soviet army also seized art as
reparations, while it occupied Germany. The govern-
ment returned some of the art to East Germany. Other
artworks remained in Russia, hidden or forgotten.

In 1991, the director of the Hermitage Museum in
St. Petersburg stumbled across more than 70 works of

art by various masters taken from German museums
and private collectors. The Hermitage exhibited these
works in March 1995. Although the museum agreed
to return some of the art to the heirs of the original
collectors, the Russian government blocked the move.
It still regarded the art taken from Germany as repara-
tions for the great damage done to the Soviet Union
during World War I1.

Life Under Nazi and
Japanese Occupation

Instruct

m Introduce Direct students’ attention
to the photograph of Jewish families
being led off by Nazi soldiers in the
Infographic on the Holocaust. Discuss
the emotions shown on the people’s
faces. Ask students to predict what this
photograph reveals about how the Nazis
treated the civilians they conquered.

m Teach Ask What ideology was the
basis for the Nazis’ brutal treat-
ment of conquered peoples? (belief
that so-called Aryans, especially Ger-
mans, were a superior race and that all
others were inferior, especially Jews,
Slavs, and the Roma) How did the
Nazis put these beliefs into prac-
tice? (They forced conquered peoples
from these groups into slave labor in
work camps and in concentration
camps; millions were systematically
killed. They also targeted political oppo-
nents, the elderly, the disabled, and
homosexuals.)

®

m Quick Activity Discuss the issue of
who bears the greatest responsibility
for the murders committed in the Ger-
man “death camps”—Hitler and the
few other top officials who developed
the plan to create the camps and exe-
cute people, or the many people who
carried out that effort by running the
camps under orders.

Answers

Thinking Critically

1. in Poland near the work camps; it shows that all
detainees might eventually be moved from work
camps to death camps and reveals the Nazis'
ruthless policies towards Slavs and Central Euro-
pean Jews

2. It depicts the dramatic drop in the Jewish popu-
lation of Europe.
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Independent Practice

B Note Taking Have students fill in the
concept web with details on how the
Nazis and the Japanese military
treated people under their occupation.

@ﬂ Reading and Note Taking
Study Guide, p. 265
m Primary Source To further explore
the life of Jewish people in occupied
Europe, have students read the excerpt

from The Diary of A Young Girl by Anne
Frank and complete the worksheet.

iR Teaching Resources, Unit 6, p. 73

m Link to Literature To help students
develop a deeper understanding of the
gruesome reality of the Final Solution,
have students read the excerpt from
Elie Wiesel’s Night and complete the
worksheet.

Ein§em Teaching Resources, Unit 6, p. 74

Monitor Progress

As students complete their concept webs,
circulate to make sure they understand
how the Nazi and Japanese forces treated
people under their power during World
War II. For a completed version of the
concept web, see

@ Note Taking Transparencies, 185B

The Japanese in China

Since 1937, the Japanese had been trying to
expand into Asia by taking over China.
Although the Japanese occupied much of
Eastern China, the Chinese refused to
surrender. The occupying Japanese treated
the Chinese brutally. Below, Japanese
soldiers load Chinese civilians onto trucks to
take them to an execution ground during
the sacking of Nanjing in 1937.

The Nazis Commit Genocide At the same time, Hitler pursued a
vicious program to kill all people he judged “racially inferior,” particu-
larly Europe’s Jews. The Nazis also targeted other groups who did not
meet the Aryan racial ideal, including Slavs, Romas (Gypsies),
homosexuals, and the disabled. Political and religious leaders who spoke
out against Nazism also suffered abuse. Starting in 1939, the Nazis
forced Jews in Poland and other countries to live in ghettos, or sections of
cities where Jewish people were confined. Many died from starvation,
disease, overwork, and the harsh elements. By 1941, however, German
leaders had devised plans for the “Final Solution of the Jewish problem”—the
genocide of all European Jews.

To accomplish this goal, Hitler had six special “death camps” built in
Poland. The Nazis shipped “undesirables” from all over occupied Europe
to the camps. There, Nazi engineers designed the most efficient means of
killing millions of men, women, and children.

As the prisoners reached the camps, they were stripped of their
clothes and valuables. Their heads were shaved. Guards separated men
from women and children from their parents. The young, elderly, and
sick were targeted for immediate killing. Within a few days, they were
herded into “shower rooms” and gassed. The Nazis worked others to
death or used them for perverse “medical” experiments. By 1945, the
Nazis had massacred some six million Jews in what became known as
the Holocaust. Nearly six million other people were killed as well.

Jewish people resisted the Nazis even though they knew their efforts
could not succeed. In July 1942, the Nazis began sending Polish Jews
from the Warsaw ghetto to the Treblinka death camp at a rate of about
5,000 per day. In the spring of 1943, knowing that their situation was
hopeless, the Jews took over the ghetto and used a small collection of
guns and homemade bombs to damage the Nazi forces as much as possi-
ble. On May 16, the Nazis regained control of the ghetto and eliminated
the remaining Warsaw Jews. Still, their courage has inspired many over
the years.

In some cases, friends, neighbors, or strangers protected Jews. Italian
peasants hid Jews in their villages. Denmark and Bulgaria saved almost

History Background

Resisting Nazi Rule Across Europe, ordinary citi-
zens resisted Nazi rule by hiding Jewish people or
helping them escape to find safety. In Denmark, where
few German troops were stationed, the Danish people
smuggled almost all of the country’s Jews to the safety
of Sweden. Another pocket of resistance was Le Cham-
bon, in Vichy France, where villagers provided a safe
haven for 5,000 Jews.

Even in the death camps themselves, some Jews
fought back. In October 1944, for example, a group of
Jews in the Auschwitz death camp destroyed one of
the gas chambers. The rebels were all killed. One
woman, Rosa Robota, was tortured for days before
she was hanged. “Be strong and have courage,” she
called out to the camp inmates whom the Nazis forced
to watch her execution.

936 World War Il and Its Aftermath



all their Jewish populations. Many people, however, pretended not to
notice what was happening. Some even became collaborators and cooper-
ated with the Nazis. In France, the Vichy government helped ship thou-
sands of Jewish people to their deaths. Strict immigration policies in many
Western countries as well as conscious efforts to block Jewish immigration
prevented many Jews from gaining refuge elsewhere.

The scale and savagery of the Holocaust are unequaled in history. The
Nazis deliberately set out to destroy the Jews for no reason other than
their religious and ethnic heritage. Today, the record of that slaughter is
a vivid reminder of the monstrous results of racism and intolerance.

Japan’s Brutal Conquest Japanese forces took control across Asia and
the Pacific. Their self-proclaimed mission was to help Asians escape West-
ern colonial rule. In fact, the real goal was a Japanese empire in Asia. The
Japanese invaders treated the Chinese, Filipinos, Malaysians, and other
conquered people with great brutality, killing and torturing civilians
throughout East and Southeast Asia. The occupiers seized food crops,
destroyed cities and towns, and made local people into slave laborers.
Whatever welcome the Japanese had first met as “liberators” was soon
turned to hatred. In the Philippines, Indochina, and elsewhere, nationalist
groups waged guerrilla warfare against the Japanese invaders.

v/ Checkpoint How did Hitler's views about race lead to the murder of
six million Jewish people and millions of Slavs, Gypsies, and others?

Japan Attacks the United States

When the war began in 1939, the United States declared its neutrality.
Still, although isolationist feeling remained strong, many Americans
sympathized with those who battled the Axis powers. As one of those
sympathizers, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR) looked for
ways around the Neutrality Acts to provide warships and other aid to
Britain as it stood alone against Hitler.

American Involvement Grows In March 1941, FDR persuaded Con-
gress to pass the Lend-Lease Act. It allowed him to sell or lend war
materials to “any country whose defense the President deems vital to the
defense of the United States.” The United States, said Roosevelt, would
not be drawn into the war, but it would become “the arsenal of democ-
racy,” supplying arms to those who were fighting for freedom.

To show further support, Roosevelt met secretly with Churchill on a
warship in the Atlantic in August 1941. The two leaders issued the
Atlantic Charter, which set goals for the war—“the final destruction of
the Nazi tyranny”—and for the postwar world. They pledged to support
“the right of all peoples to choose the form of government under which
they will live” and called for a “permanent system of general security.”

Japan and the United States Face Off When war broke out in
Europe in 1939, the Japanese saw a chance to grab European possessions
in Southeast Asia. The rich resources of the region, including oil, rubber,
and tin, would be of immense value in fighting its war against the Chinese.

In 1940, Japan advanced into French Indochina and the Dutch East
Indies. In response, the United States banned the sale of war materials,
such as iron, steel, and oil, to Japan. Japanese leaders saw this move as a
threat to Japan’s economy and its Asian sphere of influence.

Meeting at Sea

President Roosevelt and Prime Minister
Churchill issued the Atlantic Charter in
August 1941.

Differentiated

struction  Solutions for All Learners

@ Special Needs @ Less Proficient Readers @ English Language Learners

To help students master vocabulary, have them make
a list of this section’s Vocabulary Builder terms and
Key Terms and People. Encourage students to include
in the list additional terms that may be new to them,
such as armistice, guerrilla, and isolationist. Then,
have them create flashcards with the term on one

side and its definition (or, in the case of Key People,
one sentence identifying who the person was) on the
other. For English Language Learners, you may wish
to have students add explanations in their first lan-
guage on the flashcards. Pair students and have them
quiz each other, using the flashcards.

Japan Attacks the
United States ®

Instruct

m Introduce Ask students to recall that
when the war began in 1939, the
United States was officially neutral.
Using the Idea Wave strategy (TE,

p- T22), ask students to think of ways
that the president or citizens in the
United States could have shown
support for the Allied powers.

m Teach Review how the United States
became more involved in the war.
(Lend-Lease Act, Atlantic Charter, Pearl
Harbor attack) Ask How was Japan’s
attack on the U.S. naval base at
Pearl Harbor similar to the Ger-
man invasion of Poland? (Both were
surprise attacks, done before any decla-
ration of war.) Do you think the
United States could have stayed
out of the war? (Sample: no, because
Japan’s attack was a direct attack on
the country.)

m Analyzing the Visuals Display
Color Transparency 175: Pearl
Harbor. Use the lesson suggested in
the transparency book to guide a dis-
cussion of the size and strategy of the
Japanese attack and the damage that
it caused to the U.S. base.

@ Color Transparencies, 175

Independent Practice

Explain that many Americans were reluc-
tant to enter World War II until the attack
on Pearl Harbor. That event spurred near-
unanimous support for war, not only
against Japan but also against Germany.
Have students write a short essay explain-
ing why the attack changed American atti-
tudes so sharply.

Monitor Progress

m Have students prepare a brief outline
of the subsection that shows the steps
that led to greater American involve-
ment in the war and, eventually, to a
declaration of war.

m Check Reading and Note Taking Study
Guide entries for student understanding.

Answer

v Sample: Hitler considered non-Germans to be
inferior, meaning that they had no right to
respect, fair treatment, or even life.
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Assess and Reteach

Assess Progress

m Have students complete the
Section Assessment.

m Administer the Section Quiz.

mm:a Teaching Resources, Unit 6, p. 66

m To further assess student under-
standing, use
Q Progress Monitoring
Transparencies, 124

Reteach

If students need more instruction, have
them read the section summary.

@E Reading and Note Taking
Study Guide, p. 266

@5 Adapted Reading and (L1]12)
Note Taking Study Guide, p. 266

é._ﬂ Spanish Reading and @
Note Taking Study Guide, p. 266

Extend (14)

See this chapter’s Professional Develop-
ment pages for the Extend Online activity
on the Kindertransport.

Answers

Caption The direct attack on the United States
caused the United States to end its isolationist
policies and enter the war.

v The United States banned the sale of war
materials to Japan. This hampered Japanese
expansion efforts in Southeast Asia and
threatened the Japanese economy.

U.S. ships sunk or damaged 19
U.S. aircraft destroyed 188
Americans killed 2,348
Americans injured 1,109

SOURCE: Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition

December 7, 1941

On the sleepy Sunday morning of

December 7, 1941, the military complex at
Pearl Harbor was suddenly jolted awake by a
surprise attack. Planes screamed down from
the sky, dropping bombs and torpedoes.
Americans were shocked and horrified by the
attacks. How did Pearl Harbor change the
isolationist policies of the United States?

2

% Terms, People, and Places

[} .

o 1. For each term, person, or place listed at
the beginning of the section, write a
sentence explaining its significance.

Note Taking

2. Reading Skill: Recognize Sequence
Use your completed flowchart and con-
cept web to answer the Focus Question:
Which regions were attacked and occu-
pied by the Axis powers, and what was
life like under their occupation?

Japan and the United States held talks to ease the growing tension.
But extreme militarists, such as General Tojo Hideki, hoped to expand
Japan’s empire, and the United States was interfering with their plans.

Attack on Pearl Harbor With talks at a standstill, General Tojo
ordered a surprise attack. Early on December 7, 1941, Japanese air-
planes bombed the American fleet at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. The attack
took the lives of about 2,400 people and destroyed battleships and air-
craft. The next day, a grim-faced President Roosevelt told the nation that
December 7 was “a date which will live in infamy.” He asked Congress to
declare war on Japan. On December 11, Germany and Italy, as Japan’s
allies, declared war on the United States.

Japanese Victories In the long run, the Japanese attack on Pearl Har-
bor would be as serious a mistake as Hitler’s invasion of the Soviet
Union. But in the months after Pearl Harbor, possessions in the Pacific
fell to the Japanese one by one. The Japanese captured the Philippines
and other islands held by the United States. They overran the British
colonies of Hong Kong, Burma, and Malaya, and advanced deeper into
the Dutch East Indies and French Indochina. By 1942, the Japanese
empire stretched from Southeast Asia to the western Pacific Ocean.

v/ Checkpoint Why did Japanese leaders view the United States as
an enemy?

Progress Monitoring Online
For: Self-quiz with vocabulary practice
Web Code: naa-2921

@ writing About History

Quick Write: Gather Information Use
the library and reliable Internet sources to
find information about Pearl Harbor. Create
a source card for each book or Web site you
use. Then create note cards to record and
organize at least three pieces of information.

Comprehension and Critical Thinking

3. Summarize Describe Hitler's blitzkrieg
tactics.

4. Recognize Effects Referring to the
Battle of Britain in 1940, Winston
Churchill said “Never in the field of
human conflict was so much owed by
so many to so few.” What did he mean?

5. Recognize Ideologies Hitler translated
his hatred into a program of genocide.
How do ethnic, racial, and religious
hatreds weaken society?

1. Sentences should reflect an understanding
of each term, person, or place listed at the
beginning of the section.

2. Germany and Italy controlled most of
Europe and some of North Africa, Japan
attacked China and Southeast Asia and
many islands in the Pacific. Both Ger-
many and Japan treated the civilians
they encountered with brutality.

938 World War Il and Its Aftermath

3. Blitzkrieg tactics used advanced technol-
ogy to overwhelm enemy forces. First, air-
planes bombed a region, then fast-moving
ground troops moved in to surround the

enemy forces.

® Writing About History

Source cards should contain basic publica-
tion information for the source. The three
note cards should each contain information
and should cite the source card.

4. The RAF, although relatively small, was

able to protect Britain.

5. Sample: By perpetuating prejudice and
cruelty, such hatreds cause conflict and
may eventually lead to the loss of valu-

able members of society.

For additional assessment, have students
access Progress Monitoring Online at
Web Code naa-2921.
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